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PLANET BLUE

Since completing its pilot phase in FY 08, Planet Blue is actively 
engaged in thirteen more buildings across campus. As of December, 
Planet Blue teams have held open house events in Lane Hall, 
Hatcher Graduate Library, Shapiro Undergraduate Library, West 
Hall, Taubman Medical Library, Engineering Research Buildings I 
& II, Gerstacker, Med Science Buildings I & II, and H. H. Dow.

“Planet Blue has been gratified at the interest and enthusiastic 
support from faculty, staff and students,” commented Jack 
Edelstein, Planet Blue Energy Conservation Liaison. “There is 
clearly a strong desire on campus to be ‘green.’ People are looking 
for information on best practices.”

Each open house received support from all areas of campus, from 
students to administration. Stephen Forrest, Vice President for 
Research, and Paul Courant, Director of Libraries, each gave 
their full support for the initiative at receptions in West Hall and 
Hatcher Library, respectively. Each encouraged his staff to work 
closely with the Planet Blue team members to save energy in their 
buildings. Leadership support has been crucial to the success of 
Planet Blue.

Planet Blue open house events are also enhanced by the 
participation of partners from the other five representative 
organizations within the Environmental and Energy Initiative. 

Representatives from Alternative Transportation, Green Purchasing, 
Climate Savers Computing Initiative, Recycling, and Occupation 
Safety and Environmental Health offer resources for a variety of 
environmental and energy issues.

“It’s nice to be able to engage with our customers, explain our 
options for alternative transportation, and gain valuable feedback 
about what is important to them,” said Keith Johnson, General 
Manager of Fleet and Garage Operations for Parking and 
Transportation Services.

Planet Blue continues to reach out to students on campus as well. 
During Homecoming Week, Planet Blue supported activities by 
providing a bio-diesel generator for presentations on the Diag and 
displayed the Planet Blue booths during Wednesday’s focus on 
the environment, and Friday’s pep rally. Shapiro Undergraduate 
Library invited Planet Blue to participate in the M-Library Spotlight 
Series for undergraduate students in October. Increasing student 
awareness about energy conservation in campus buildings is 
important for the success of Planet Blue as students can influence 
and affect change by their communication and their actions. ■
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